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PREFACE 

This special issue of The Journal of Steroid Biochemistry and Molecular Biology contains the scientific material 
presented at the 2nd International EORTC Symposium on Hormonal Manipulation of Cancer: Peptides, Growth 
Factors and New (Anti-)steroidal Agents which was held in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, on 9-11 April 1990. 
The 3-day program focussed on new biological findings and endocrine therapeutic approaches in the area of 
a broad spectrum of malignant tumors. The main topics covered during this symposium were as follows: 

Peptide Hormones and Cancer 
LHRH-analogs 
-Depot preparations 
-Prostate cancer 
-Breast cancer 
-Ovarian and other cancers 
Somatostatin analogs 
-Experimental and clinical studies 
Cholecystokinin antagonists 
Prolactin 
--Significance of hyperprolactinemia and prolactin receptors 

Sign+ance of Oncogenes, Growth Factors and Proteins 
-0ncogenes 
-Growth factor receptors 
-pS2 protein 
-Cathepsin D 
-Prognostic value 
--Interrelationship between hormones and growth factors 
-Bone metastases and growth factors 
-Potential new treatment modalities 

Use of Hormones not as Inhibitory but as Stimulator) Agents in Combination with Chemotherapy 
-Rescue/recruitment studies 
New anti-steroidal agents 
-Antiestrogens, antiprogestins, antiandrogens 
New aromatase inhibitors 
New applications for hormonal treatment. 

In total there were 68 oral and 137 poster presentations. All of the 200 abstracts have been published in the 
European Journal qf Cancer 26 (1990) 142-197. The symposium was visited by more than 500 specialists of 
various disciplines such as medical oncology, endocrinology, internal medicine, urology, gynecology, surgery, 
radiotherapy, biochemistry, cell biology and pharmacology. This symposium underlined the important role 
of hormones and/or growth factors in the growth regulation of many types of cancer. The number of hormonal 
agents and endocrine treatment modalities are rapidly increasing. Also, the number of clinical indications for 
endocrine treatment has gradually increased. Significant improvement of treatment results has been reported 
for several subgroups of patients, in addition to promising results of new treatment modalities in experimental 
models. These findings, together with the, in general, relatively low toxicity of endocrine therapy, stress the 
importance of research in the field of endocrine oncology today and in the future. 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all members of the local organizing committee, the reviewers 
of abstracts and posters (R. PARIDAENS, M. DOWSETT and L. DOGLIOTTI), all authors and those who chaired 
the different scientific sessions: W. R. MILLER, F. H. DE JONG, L. DENIS, B. R. RAO, F. H. SCHR~~DER, J. WAXMAN, 

R. DICKSON, P. S. RENNIE, A. V. SCHALLY, A. M. COMARU-SCHALLY, A. L. HARRIS, S. W. J. LAMBERTS, 

J. MENDELSOHN, J. TRAPMAN, R. C. COOMBES, J. A. FOEKENS, R. J. SANTEN, J. SANDOW, C. K. OSBORNE and 

J. G. M. KLIJN. 

We are also very grateful to the EORTC, the Dutch Cancer Society, the Dr Daniel den Hoed Cancer 
Center, the Nefkens Foundation and a great number of pharmaceutical companies who contributed to the 
realization of this symposium. Our very special thanks go to Dr J. R. PASQUALINI (Editor-in-Chief) and 

K. DEAN and R. MARLEY of Pergamon Press for their highly appreciated professional help in preparing these 
Proceedings. 
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